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Linlab procedure for Waste Disposal 
How to dispose of things safely in our lab 
 
As our lab begins to use more chemicals, the Linlab is constantly looking for ways to 
develop a robust lab culture around waste disposal. Remember, be responsible for the 
chemicals you purchase and use! Know what can be disposed of, and how. In general, you 
can use this decision tree to know how to dispose of something. But there are always 
exceptions and things not included. Always ask if you are unsure. 
 
As of this update, superusers: Emmeline  

 
1. Trash	cans/recycling	bins	
2. Sharps	

a. Sharps:	Razor	blades,	broken/unbroken	glass,	broken	silicon,	empty	(or	
mostly	empty)	syringes	with	basic	PEGDA,	IPA,	or	similarly	nontoxic	
chemicals	can	be	thrown	in	the	sharps	box	beside	the	first	M3B	table.		
This	is	the	NON-TOXIC	SHARPS	BOX	
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i. Do	NOT	overfill	the	sharps	boxes!	(This	completely	defeats	the	
purpose	of	having	one).	When	it’s	full,	either	replace	the	box	with	
an	empty	one	or	contact	one	of	the	M3B	directors	

ii. If	there’s	a	lot	of	chemical,	empty	the	syringe	into	a	waste	
container	first	

iii. When	full,	we’ll	tape	up	the	sharps	box	and	throw	it	in	the	trash.	
b. Toxic	Sharps:	These	should	go	in	one	of	the	red	sharps	bins.	These	are	

disposed	by	asking	EH&S	for	a	sharps	pick-up	on	the	EH&S	website.	
i. The	container	says	biohazard,	this	OK,	as	long	as	it	is	crossed	
out	and	the	hazardous	waste	label	does	not	have	biohazard	
labels	on	it.		

3. Bulk	Waste	
a. We	are	bulking	waste	into	two	categories.	Please	do	not	mix	them.	

Each	will	be	kept	in	their	own	drums.	Only	use	the	bulk	waste	when	
there	are	only	trace	materials	(mostly	organic	solvent).	

i. Halogenated	organic	solvent	–	Use	the	funnel	when	there	are	
large	amounts,	otherwise,	pour	it	in.	As	you	are	pouring,	take	
note	of	how	much	of	each	solvent	you	are	putting	in.	Leave	the	
drum	closed	any	time	you	are	not	using	it.	After	disposing	of	
your	waste,	update	the	hazardous	waste	label.	It	is	very	
dangerous	to	not	update	the	label.		

ii. Non-halogenated	organic	solvent	–	Use	the	funnel	when	there	
are	large	amounts,	otherwise,	pour	it	in.	As	you	are	pouring,	
take	note	of	how	much	of	each	solvent	you	are	putting	in.	
Leave	the	drum	closed	any	time	you	are	not	using	it.	After	
disposing	of	your	waste,	update	the	hazardous	waste	label.	It	is	
very	dangerous	to	not	update	the	label.		

4. General	Hazardous	Waste	
a. For	all	other	materials,	or	if	you	are	unsure,	fill	out	a	hazardous	waste	

label	according	to	the	instructions	provided	in	the	training.	
Summarized	instructions	can	be	found	below:	
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